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Desire Machines

have not been studied before in anthropolog,v, folklore, ol cuitural

semiotics, but are worth exploring for both theoretical and method-

ological reasons.

The developer of the database is Sanda Golopentia (Profbssor

of French Studies at Brown Universiry-currendy, Professor Emerita

at the same unil'ersity). Dr. Allen Renear, Director of the Brown

University Scholarly Technology Group, is the database consultant

for the project. Each of the charms was translated by a team inch-id-

ing Sanda Golopentia (for Romanian) and consisting ofV/ill Robins,

Dr. Catherine Sama (with a Ph.D. from Brown University in Italian

Literature), and Laura D'Angelo (for American Engiish). Dr. Peg

Hausman (with a Ph.D. from Brown University in Comparative

Literature), Robert Austerlitz (Professor of Linguistics at Columbia

University), Marguerite Dorian (freelance writer and translator),

Blossom Kirschenbaum (Academic Research Assistant at the

Comparative Literature Department, Brown University, and free-

lance translator), ]ames Augerot (Professor of Linguistics and

Romanian at the University of \Washington), and Charles Carlton

(Professor of Romance Linguistics and Romanian Language at the

Universio'of Rochester) acted as rranslation consultants; their help-

ful comments are gratefully acknowledged here2.

\i(hile basically consisting of love charms already published in

Romania, the database and the present volume also include a num-

ber of ten love charms which were never published before. This is the

case of charm scenarios 28,30, and 4l (collected by $tefania Cristescu

in Runcu, Corj county, Romania, during the months of June and

July in 1930); of charm scenarios 29,34,35,36,55, and 109 (also

collected by $tefania Cristescu in Sanq, Bistrita Nlsiud colrnty,

Romania, during the summer of 1935), as well as the charm scenario

r The order of listing reflects the depth of the involvement rvith the

Pro]ect.

1 1 1 (collected by myself in the r iii::-
Romania, during the month of_'[u]-,

Both in the database and in .

collectors' or main editors' (phon-: .

the texts.
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What Are Love Charms?

Love charms are rnarginalized f"orms of psychological energiz-

ing and healing, which can still be encountered locally in rural

Europe.'Ib the postmodern \Testern intellectual, whose insight is

not blurred by exclusive cultural taxonomies, they might appear to

be the recessive counterpart of currentlr,' dominant psychotherapeu-

tic practices.

Like psychotherapv, love charming is performed in private ses-

sions; by a legitimate specialist (or bv oneself in simpler cases); on

behalf-often 1is1s5-sf a (psychologically) victimized client; by

means of general healing fiction (offered in response to specific com-

plaints and meant to enhance the client's sense of self-understand-

ing, self-esteem, and power) and characteristic gestural scenarios;

and in accordance with a specific dogmatism (or theory).

In contradistinction to psychotherapy, the charm specialist is

characteristically female; the healing ffction is characteristicall,v versi-

fied-to allow easy and exhaustive memorization-and accompanied

by ritualized gestures that act as metaphors of or rnodels for the rype
of change aimed at in the charm; there are no postural scenarios (with

the patient lving on a sofa, for example) meant to stress the temporary

domination of the "expert" over the client or any otherwise asymmet-

rical relationship bemeen them; the dogmas on which charm-saying

is based and which appear in m1ths, legt

"cosmically relevant marriage" rather dt

mal adult behavior." Thus, in the archa

tending Romanian love charms, it is po

1. for every human being there:

riage partners who had been 1

things ("fated" by the Fates du

her/his birth; "writteri' for her

"willed" by God, etc.);

2. it is everyone's responsibilin

rigorously enacted ritual pra

srrong moments at christmas

on St. Johns Day, on Sundass

stantial magic help-that one

3. if, due to precipitation or exi

marriage Partners were attracl

has to "extract" one ofthem fi
riage rather than "erroneouslr

one will therefore perform for

one's behalf, in more difficu
("seeing," dreaming of) rh,

unbinding or turningthe fara
joinedwith a "wrong" spouse

charms defending the client's r

3 \7hen speaking of the "love rhr
charms, I continue and expand a train oi
(1978). The "postulates" I am proposin
and synthesizing a number of popular b<

find in Marian (1886), Gorovei (1931), \l
(1976), among many others.
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Desire Machines

is the correcl sns-f16rn such magic pressure evolved in

time); and charms for maruyingone's farewoman or fateman.

For outsiders, the performance of a charm is not always easily

accessible in rerms of watching or recording. As in the case of medi-

cal or religious treatmenta in modern societies, the individual bene-

ficiary's5 privacv tends to be prorected by keeping the charm (magic)

session relatively closed to rhe public. The positive or negative value

rhat a given communiry attaches to charm-perfbrming is also impor-

tant. Charm-perforrnances will more easily be open to the public

ri'hen charming is highly rated among the activities or professions

that are currently practiced by the members of the community. If
charms come to be rated lower by simph.becoming ourdared or rhey

are perceived as inefficient (naive, superfluous, ridiculous, etc.) or,

even worse, if they are outlawed (both have happened, at different

rrrorrents, in \(/estern Europe), then charrm-performances will natu-

rally tend to become invisible.

Because of the difficulties involved in observing charm-perfor-

mances, current research on the subjectti rarely deals with actual

magic sessions involving the charm-performer and her client. It con-

centrates instead on what I propose to call charm scenarios, that is, on

a Confession to a priest, for example.
i One migh t prefer to speak about clients rather than beneficiaries in

this context since both the physicians (or charm-sayers) and their clients are

beneficiaries, the first in an economic or sociai sense (by receiving a paymenr
or by increasing their prestige), the second in a medical or magical sense (by

.qe rting rhe help they need).
6 This refers r-rot only to research on Romanian love charms but also

ancl more generally to research on magic practices condlrcted in other cultures
.rncl/or countries. One (partial) exception is represented by Favret-Saada
end Contreras (1981), rvhere the anthropologist's participarion in and
involr.ement with rnagic sessions as such reached what we may call a rarely
errained clima-x.

the instructions transmitted at the :..-
who are usually active charm-perlo: -,

as such within their communities -:
bines mentioning of formulas rr-in c.,
advice concerning the phvsical a.i. :-.1

efficient mixture of magic words ',. .

compieteness depend on the inl:,.-.,

the expressive abilities of the inr.

and intensity brought into the i -.

researcher, and the dialogical agr-- r

the researcher.

Even when collected bv prc :., ,

isrs, or sociologists-which did r.r,-.

nineteenth century-qfiarm sce na:: ,

and sketchy.T A first reason for thi. ..-
artificial characrer of the field en; -

informants. Tired or simplv borec :
ririons oF rhe charm scenarios dn:

inFormanrs ofren (a) omir parr. o' '.. -

be easily recuperated by an insiic .
"nonprofessional" outsider; (br sr.. ..
ing the nonverbal procedures s h ;
component of the scenarios ani. ::
of the formulas; (c) mention the i,. -- -
fying the exact point 'n the ve rb' :.
is to be accomplished or, if ri'e 1o... ..

:This applies to collection. .. -
Candrea (1944), Cristescu (198+ C .
(1897),Ionescu and Daniil (190- -: -
Niculigi-Voronca (1903), Pop .'- : :
fbcilescu (1900), andVasiliu (1!-r= :

(1978) and Favret-Saada (19. -
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Desire Machines

prin ogoare

pe Ia joc

peste apa

peste foc

peste tiri
si peste mari.

[Dupa c€ piad a pocnit, se ia

unsodrell / se pdstreaza pina la
Pa;ti. Pe seara de Pa;ti, legindu-se

in cirpsoara, se leaga sub aripa

cocoylui din curte ;i se zice:J

Cum cocosul din aripi o pilipai
lumii Pastele-o vesti

din somn ro;i s-or pomeni

Ia biseric-or veni

si cu togi s-or veseli

aga si fie cutare vestiti
de toata lumea iubita.

[Dimineaya, ludndu-se de sub

aripa cocoylui, se pune la brdu ;i,
mergind, oco leste (incunjura)

biserica la inuiere.

Aceasta unsodre apoi se pastreaza

in casa peste intreg anul,

ungAndu-se cel ce uoieye afi iubit

through fields

at the dancing-place

across water

across fire

across countrres

and across seas.

fAfier tbe febing machine has

clattered, one tabes tbe grease and

beeps it tillEaster. On Holy

Saturday. in the euening. one puts it
in a smallpiece of cloth, whicb is

tied under the wing of the rooster in
the yard, while saying:J

As the rooster will flap its wings

to proclaim Easter to the world
and ail will awaken from sleep

will come to the church

and rejoice

so let N be known

let her be loved by the whole world.

[Tbe next morning one takes it
fom under tlte rooster's wing, puts

it at onei waist, and circles tbe

church (as is tuually done, SG) at

Qhe) Eastcr (seruice celebration).1

This grease it then kept at homefor
that whole year; those who want to

be loued and looked at when going

si uazut cind metge la joc ori locuri t, '

publice din ea pe sprincene, pe .,i

dosul miini/or /, daca tocmai fatd i,':
lt ?us Pe cineua ochiul, de se poate !,. . :

respectiuului sd-i ungd din aceasta rr ,

unsoltre o haina cdre nu se spala.l . .

Marian (1898), p. 187. See also Iai:.-

Banat. Date: shortly before 1891. D., -
and C.S.

I Rom. inuiere means "Resurrection" and is a common designation
for "Easter."

54



['yaqsam uag[o ruu v ryqt 8uryto1t

s1q 
lo atatd a uo asua,E aqt yuatds

ol sa'/,tl aqt 'ruo auoaruos patlud
saq uptuom Suno[ alt :spuaq ndql

.{o tluq aqt uo pua smotqa[a ilaqt uo

4 paatds sauTd u|qnd ot .to aruap ol

anol puE,{tneag ro1

['ptadt as flu atar ?uryq o a,raotun

plsaara ury y7un rus m1na4tadsal.

4aod as ap 1ruqro anaun ad snd a

watlarucot ytup '7i ,to1lu1aut lnsop
ad 'auana.tds ad ua uty aqqnd

LLnro/ tto nf u7 a8tau puyt tnzy,t ti

uopeu8rsap uoruruoo ? sr prrE 'troJl

Suto7 uaqm p paqonl pul ?a,1ol aq

oi tuym oqm asoqt :na[ 4oqm oE
ntaruoq w tda4 uary fi awat7 tq 7

,'(uouatqaTac aquas) Dlwl QW,
t? (gS 'auop [1pnsn s7 w) qunil:

aql taP.4xr Pua '$!?m s,aao fi ir
qnd Butm t,ulsoo.t aW Dpafl uo4

fl sayu auo Burutout $aa eq I

'PTro \ elor{,4A eg,Q pa,ro1 aq oq rq
u.r\oul aq -\ _: .

f,ticr :_ : ,:

r{rJnql erlt or )LL, r '

daals ruor3 uale^rE IIr \..

PIro.&\ eqr ot retsel Lurt'-

s8ur,n slr deg lr.tt rersoo-

[:3u1[us a//cltrt ,,u.

ut .taltoo.t aqlto 8um atfr .D.t!L

s! q4t/m 'qtoplo atatd i;r.,,
It stnd auo 'Sutuans )ll ttt ' .:

[7og ug '.ta$a1 
li::::

yuu asuat7 aql raypi )tto .!,.
saq )u rq)aru Eu u1 ,. , . .

'sBas ssoJfB PrrE
saIJlUnOf SSOJ]?

eJg ssoJJE

JelBr[ SSOIJE

acqd-Surctrrp arp rr
spyag q8nonp

.S'J 
PUR

'D'S dq prlElsuerl '- :uouru8rsaq 'I6gI a:o3aq dprorls :atEC .t?ueg

:a:t14'(1691) euel put (6ggI) EUEI osle res'/gI d'(SeSt) uErr?trAl


